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The coming of springtime, which I heralded in the Newsletter of 

hiarch él, was only a brief visit, for winter returned with a -rengeance 
and until last week we had a continuation of rain and cold weather. 

On Good Friday, April 15, there was sleet and a bit of snow. Now, how- 


ever, we have enjoyed a week of balmy weather and we have begun to use 
the tennis court. 


Departure of the United Nations ovservers at the end of March has made 
possible the renovation of the buildings and grounds. Mrs. Sellers 
spent the last week of March in Beirut, where she purchased china, 
linen, curtains, and other material to replace that which had been 
worn out or broken. The United Nations kindly flew’the purchas?2s to 
Jerusalem for us. Not a piece of china was broken, but a duffle bag 
was lost. \e have moved back into the large dining room, which now 

is pleasant with its new curtains and table service. 


According to the records and reports more rain has fallen in Jerusalem 
this winter than in any year since 1904, The rainy season started late: 
than usual, but ended later and was more intense while it lasted. 
Consequently the crops are behind schedule, but they will be goode 

The countryside is beautiful with many flowers, As people from the 
School drive to Amman, Bethlehem, Ramallah, or Nablus they come back 
with anemone, poppies, lupin, jasmine, lilies, lilads, black and white 
irises, or other flowers to decorate the dining room, the living room, 
and the bedrooms. The flowers in the yard and garden, too, are 
luxuriant. This 1s a beautiful land in the springe 


Qur carpenter, who lives across the street south of us, has given 
splendid service in eliminating the traces of damage. Fortunately 
there is no jurisdictional complication among unions here;so he 
installs glass, repairs windows and doors, mends locks, paints and 
varnishes, rehabilitates broken down chairs and tables, and fills in 
the holes which shell fragments and bullets made in the plaster. He 
put a much needed covering of black paint on our cast of the Moabite 
Stone. The only specialists we have had to call in were a stone mason 


to repair the back gate, which hed been badly humped by a U.N. truck, 
and a plumber. 


During April we have had wave after wave of visitors---most of then 
interesting and some of them distinguished. ‘hen my wife returned 
from Beirut she came in an Arab Airways plane with idgar H.S. Chandler 
secretary of the American Board of Foreign Missions and special repres 
entative of Church “Jorld Service; Horace McMullen, dean of the Near 
East School of Theology; and three women---Princess Sophia Firouz of 
Iran. Dr. Hanna Rydh of Sweden, and Miss Marguerite Boyer of France-- 








=Qe 
who had been delegates to the Conference on the Status of “omen. The 


next day she and these three xu#ke= ladies were entertained at lunch 


by the Jerusalem governor, Abdulla Bay Tell, and then taken toa Shuneh 
where they were received by King Abdullah, 


The Easter season brought many tourists to Jerusalem; so tha School, 

as well as the other establishments which can entertain transients, 

was crowded and had to refuse numerous applicants, Many people from 
Beirut---doctors, nurses, teachers, students, Y.JCA workers, Red Cross 
officials, and unattached visitors---came to see some of the ceremonies 


A large group went to Petra on the 18th, and my wife took this opport- 
unity to see the famous ruins there, 


Roman, Anglican, and Protestant churches observed Easter on April 17 
and the Orthodox, Coptic, and Abyssinian churches had their celebratior 
a week later . The Latin observances were somewhat handicapped because 
the weather was bad and the Israel government would not permit the 
Franciscans living on the other side to cross the line. ‘We followed 
the Way of the Cross on Good Friday through the rain and sleet. There 
were two processions, one led by the Franciscans with the service in 
Latin and the other consisting of the local Roman Catholic congregas 
tions singing in Arabic. On the first Easter morning we attended the 
mass at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, after the consuls from the 
Jewish side had come through the Jaffa Gate, opened for the occasion. 
Then we went to the Garden Tomb, where I was called on to give the 
sermon because the Protestant minister from the other side, who was 
scheduled to be the preacher, was turned back at Mandelbaum Gate after 
it was thought that his crossing had been cleared. At ten we attended 
the service at the Anglican cathedral, where the congregation was 
larger than usual, the main sanctuary was used, and for the first tims 
this season a choir sang in four part harmony. 


During the second Holy ‘leek I attended the Greek Footwashing in the 
court of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre on Thursday morning and the 
Similar ceremony in the Armcnian cathedral in the afternoon, Saturday 
from ten until two we were in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre for 
the Holy Fire ceremony of the, Greeks and Copts.e Then in the evening 
we participated with the Abyssinians in the Search for the Body on 
the roof of the Holy Sepulchre. For all thcse services we had 
reserved seats. Though the number of visitors this year was much 
below that of normal timcs, there were large crowds present at all 
the ceremonies, which were performed with the usual pomp, color, and 
dignity. An Easter in Jerusalem is one not to be forgotten. 


-On Saturday, the 16th, there was at the School an exhibition of native 


products with artistic and historical background. l:y wife was largely 
responsible for this. ‘ith a group of Palestinian men and women a 
board was organized to see what was being produced by native industry 
and there was found a surprising variety of products carrying on old 
traditions. At the exhibition were displays of Hebron glass, Bethle- 
hem mother-of-pearl, Gaza rugs, Nablus baskets and soap, Ramailah 
textile work, Nazareth lace, Jerusalem pottery, jewelry, brass, wood, 
Painting, and needle work. Tea was served in the director's dining 
room. The exhibition was sponsored by the Governor and there were 
many visitors. D.C.Baramki prepared a historical sketch showing the 
origins and backgrounds of the various industries. A good nmanr 
articles on exhibition were sold and the board collected a smail fund 


which it hopes to use in encourgaing local industry and thereby 
give employment to some refugees. 





«Sue 
-1 the 10th Miss Ann Putcamp left for America, with the expectation 
s¢ making stops in Lebanon, Europe, and England. -On the cvening 
sofore her departure there was a farewell party in her honor, with 
xombers of consular staffs, UN observers, relief workers, and Jerus= 


‘Lam friends in attendance. She came out in the fall of 1947 and 
mained through the historic happenings of a year and a half. She 
ill have en interesting story for her audiences at home. 


9 have made two brief field trips. On the 12th, in Emil Abudeiah's 
sar, Najib Khoury (a graduate of Pittsburgh-Xcnia and formerly a 
‘onsor with the mandatory government) my wife, and I went to leok over 
‘othan as a possible site for future excavation. ‘fe left the car on 
the highway and started over the dirt road of some tv kilometers to’ 
che tell. A heavy rain caught us, so that we waded through deep mude 
‘ust below the hill we took shelter for half m hour in a covered 
court with turkeys, chickens, and pigeons. At length we were discov-= 
ored and invited to the adjoining house for coffee. A break in the 
rain allowed us to investigate the site of the old city, which we 
Sound to be so extensive that only a large expedition working through 
several seasons could exploit it properly. The top of the mound was a 
large, flourishing field of lentils. The surface pottery, which was 
abundant, was all Arabic; so an expedition would have to dig deep 
before coming to the remains of biblical times. The late Dr. Clarence 
Fisher had a desire to excavate Dothan. It is a tempting site. 


After looking over the hill we had tea with another family and were 
shown the pit which tradition holds to be the one into which Joseph 
was cast by his brethren. It is now filled with huge cactus plants. 
“é waded back to the car. iy wife was wearing low shoes, which came 
off- repeatedly in the mud, 


AS we were rcoturning we stopped at Silat édh-Dhahr, some fivé kilo- 
meters north of Samaria, to visit some friends of Mr. Khoury. They 

served us two kinds of coffee and told us of a recently discovered 

cave containing Roman pottery. Rain was falling and there was a 


blood feud in the neighborhood. So we postponed our visit to this 
Cave. 


On the 25th the same group, with Mrs. Mark Ethridge (wife of the 
American member of the Palestine Conciliation Commission), returned 
to Silat edh-Dhahr. After coffee a large portion of the population 
accompanied us to the cave, which is near the top of a valley at the 
southwest edge of the village. It was discovered only a few weeks” 
ago by two young men who started to clear it for an animal shelter. 
The neighbors objected to the dumving of debris outside; so the debris 
was put back into the cave. But in the operation there appeared many 
broken Roman jars and a number of smaller picces---lamps, glass 
bottles, and cult objects. Apparently there are several rooms off 
the main cave, but none of these has been opened. This probably 
would be a good place to excavate should the political situation 
permit. At present there is some unrest in the district; for not far 
away is the fertile area of 100,000 acres which was yielded to Israel 
in the armistice with Transjordan. 


Aftcr wo had examined this intcresting cave and taken some photographs 
we were told that the valley contained nurmerous other caves which 
might produce similar results. It may have been a Roman cemetery. So 
far as we know, it has not been explored by archacologists. 
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From ths vallcy we walked up to the gucst house, where we conversed 
with some of the men of the village, several of whom spoke English: 

onc had served six years in ths British navy and another hagd.bgen i °C 
guard at Athlit under the old Department of Antiquities. Whén;we nal 
brought our own lunch, we were told that this was impossible? So we 
were treated with an excellent meal of broiled pigeon, eggs, vegetables 
bread, and coffee. The ladies were presented with beautiful straw 
mats of local make. Mrs. Ethridge, after many official entertainments 
was impressed by ths hospitality and dignity of Arab village life. She 


took notes for her next book, which she says will be more serious 
than It's Greek to lie. 





On the way north we had stopped to see Jacob'ts ‘Yell and on the return 
journcy we visited the Samaritans in Nablus. In the Nablus market 
the ladics bought some silver bracelets and we were delayed half an 


hour because the manufacturer insisted on giving the purchases a 
thorough polishing, 


At the Museum the slow work of fitting thc pieces of pottery from the 
Ain Fashkha excavation is progressing. It is clear now that there 
were about forty large jars and a corresponding number of bowls made 
expressly as lids for the jars. Yvsterday afternoon I visited Pere 
de Vaux and saw some of the results of his paticnt work in classify- 
ing the manuscript fragments. He hopes to be able to publish photo- 
graphs of these fragments in the October Revue Bibligque. 





This morning we had a pleasant visit from Malcolm Hooper, who once 
lived in the School while he was a member of the American consulate 
general and was locum tenens during Glucck's explorations. He is now 
commercial attache for Israel in the embassy at Tel Aviv and came 
across to the Arab side of Jerusalem for the day. 





Klein is just back after a harrowing experience in Syria. He had 
driven up for work connected with the diocese in a new car, which had 
been sent to him from Amcrica. North of Damascus his car was wrecked 
by an army truck and he was badly shaken up. He still is under 


medical care and his glasses were trokene. Fortunately he escaped 
alive and without permanent injury. 


“Ye are heartened by word that the School is to have director, annual 


professor, and students next year. ‘Je pray that by autumn there will 


be peace in the Holy Land and that the American School again will 
be a center for Oriental Rcosearche 


Ovid R. Sellers, Director. 








